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Content Area(s) and Grade
Level(s):
Lesson Objective(s):

Florida Standards:

Lesson Plan Title: Differences Make Us Unique!
Book Title: My Shape is Sam
Book Author: Amanda Jackson
Book Illustrator: Lydia Nichols
1st Grade Social Studies, English Language Arts, and Mathematics
● The students will be able to identify jobs as a way that they can participate in
the betterment of their school and community.
● The students will be able to demonstrate respect and kindness to all living things
regardless of differences.
● While reading the text My Shape is Sam, students will be able to ask and answer
questions about key details within the text.
● Students will be able to begin describing the characters, settings, and major
events in My Shape is Sam using key details from the text.
● Students will be able to participate in respectful collaborative conversations
with diverse partners while respectfully responding to comments, asking
questions and clearing up confusion on certain texts, and listening intently as
others speak.
● The students will be able to identify triangles, circles, squares, and their defining
attributes.
SS.1.C.2.3 Identify ways students can participate in the betterment of their school and
community.
SS.1.C.2.4 Show respect and kindness to people and animals.
LAFS.1.RL.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
LAFS.1.RL.1.3 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key
details.
LAFS.1.SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about
grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care,
speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of
others through multiple exchanges.
c. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under
discussion.
MAFS.1.G.1.1 Distinguish between defining attributes (e.g., triangles are closed and
three-sided) versus non-defining attributes (e.g., color, orientation, overall size); build
and draw shapes to possess defining attributes.
Assessment:

●
●
●
●
●

Mind mapping
Teacher observation- informative assessment
Partner/group discussion
Interview worksheet- summative assessment
Exit Slip

Motivating Activity &
Prior to this lesson, students will have already been covering the properties of
Anticipatory Set/Access Prior
different shapes in math.
Knowledge:
● The teacher will create a mind map* (UDL 1.2: Offer alternatives for auditory
information, UDL 2.1: Clarify vocabulary and symbols, UDL 3.1: Activate or
*UDL = Universal Design for
supply background knowledge, UDL 5.1: Use multiple media for
Learning Guidelines
communication) on the board with the word “Jobs” in the middle, as shown
below.

*Also provided below

● The teacher will then allow students to turn and talk to a partner for about a
minute to discuss and answer the question of “What is a job?” as the teacher
walks around listening in.
● After student discussion, the teacher will give students the opportunity to
share their answers to the question—filling in the mind map on the board
along the way.
● Once the concept of jobs has been established, allow students to turn and talk
to each other about types of jobs they have seen as the teacher monitors
through walking around the room.
○ The teacher will ask “Can you tell me some of the jobs you came up
with?” and come back to the board to list them (UDL 1.1: Offer ways of
customizing the display of information).
○ If there are jobs in the classroom, the teacher may even ask “What are
some jobs that we see in the classroom?” and list these as well.
○ The teacher will ask “Why do you think we have jobs? How do people
choose their jobs?”
● After the class discussion, the teacher will then transition into the lesson.
Procedures:
*UDL = Universal Design for
Learning Guidelines

● The teacher will call students to rug to read aloud the story, My Shape is Sam
by Amanda Jackson and illustrated by Lydia Nichols
● The teacher will introduce the book My Shape is Sam.
● The teacher will read the quote on the back cover:
“Sam liked to go fast. Fast was fun. But mostly, he liked it because that’s what
circles did.”
○ The teacher will hold up the book and ask:
■ “Who do you think Sam is?
■ “Do you think Sam is the shape here on the front cover?”
■ “Based on what we know about shapes, what shape do you
think this is?”
○ Before reading, the teacher will mention that it sounds like Sam was
looking for a job to do that he liked (UDL 3.2: Highlight patterns,
critical features, big ideas, and relationships, UDL 3.4: Maximize
transfer and generalization).
● Teacher will read My Shape is Sam to students, pausing for comprehension
and connections to content along the way:
○ Page 2: The teacher will emphasize the word “job,” as this is one of the
important vocabulary words that the class had spoken about in the
mind map on the board (UDL 2.1: Clarify vocabulary and symbols).
○ Page 9/10: The teacher will pause to ask, “Does it sound like Sam liked
his job? How do you think not being a circle makes Sam feel?”

○ Page 11/12: The teacher will pause to ask, “What do you think Sam is
going to try to do with the hoop?”
○ Page 23/24: Point out that by being himself, Sam was able to find
something he was good at! He found a new job that he liked.
● After reading, the teacher will ask, “With a show of hands, how many students
could relate to Sam’s feelings in the story?” The teacher will hold a group
discussion asking:
o “Why do you think Sam answered that his shape was ‘Sam’?”
o “How do you think Sam’s character changed during the story?”
▪ “How do we know?”
o “After creating our mind map and reading about Sam, do you think it is
better to have a job that you like?” (Allow students to answer this
question by turning to a partner and discussing before sharing)
● After student-teacher discussion, the teacher will connect the content from
the story to the concept of jobs as something that people choose based not
only on what people are good at, but also based on what they enjoy doing
(UDL 3.2: Highlight patterns, critical features, big ideas, and relationships,
UDL 3.3: Guide information processing and visualization, UDL 3.4: Maximize
transfer and generalization).
● The teacher can explain how the strengths that Sam was given and what
people expected him to do did not hold him back from trying what he really
wanted to. Relating this back to students, the teacher explains how gender
identity, race, disabilities, sexuality, language spoken, or any other factor that
makes someone unique should not stop someone from doing the job that they
want. With this, it is also important that we respect and encourage others in
the workplace no matter how different they may seem to be from us. Every
person brings their own set of experiences, skills, and abilities regardless of
what you may originally think—just like with Sam! (UDL 7.2: Optimize
relevance, value, and authenticity)
● Sam’s story helped show us that being ourselves—no matter what we may
look like or what other people expect us to be is important. It helps make us
happier, like Sam!
● After making these connections (aiming for emphasis on text-to-text, text-toself, and text-to-world connections), the teacher will allow students to go back
to their seats where they will be introduced to the next activity.

● The teacher will reiterate the idea of each person bringing something unique
and special to their job to help introduce the next activity.
● The teacher will ask students the question “What is something unique about
YOU?” and allow students to do a Turn & Talk once more. The teacher will
walk around the room and monitor as students discuss.
● After about 5 minutes, the teacher will stop students and explain the next
activity (that will be done using different partners/each student’s OTHER
shoulder buddy)
● The teacher will explain how the worksheet being given to them will be how
students will learn about each other’s differences and what makes each of
their peers special.
Students will then each be handed the worksheet provided below, with the teacher
numbering students as #1 and #2 while the worksheet is being handed out (UDL 5.1:
Use multiple media for communication, UDL 8.2: Vary demands and resources to
optimize challenge, UDL 8.3: Foster collaboration and community, & UDL 9.1:
Promote expectations and beliefs that optimize motivation)
○ Student #1 will have 5 minutes to interview Student #2, and then this
will repeat as Student #2 then interviews Student #1.
○ Once students complete their interviews, the teacher will give students
the opportunity for one student from each group to share something
special that they learned about their partner with the class.
Closure:

Materials:

● To close the lesson and assess students on what they learned about jobs, the
teacher will give each student a yellow square card with rounded edges* (like
Sam!) to write what their dream job would be. On the back, students will write
about why this is their dream job. These will then be hung on the wall to
remind students that they can be anything they want to be, just like Sam in the
story! (UDL 9.3: Develop self-assessment and reflection, UDL 6.1: Guide
appropriate goal-setting)
*Provided below
● My Shape is Sam by Amanda Jackson and illustrated by Lydia Nichols
● What makes you special? Interview Worksheet
● My Shape is Sam “Dream Job” cards, notecards, or post-it notes.

